Pres. Josiah Quincy
1772-1864.
Mr John G. Whittier,
Dear Sir,
I am indebted to your kindness for a
copy of your graphic "Penorama" and
the poetic delineations, which accom-
pany it.  The spirit of poetry has no
title to celestial origin, except when
devoted to the cause of humanity &
under the guidance of the religious
principle.  Many share with you
in the reputation for genius.  T'en
can compete in the purity of motive
and elevation of purpose;  conjoined
with the searching & keenness of
christianised invective.  May
your spirit never be wearied and
never be discouraged.  What though
granite selfishness be impenetrable
to the lightening's stroke?  Its flash





makes the darkness more visible
to the multitude, and sooner or later
will create a light and a heat,
which shall bring day upon the
one and melt the brutal hardness
of heart of the other.
Continue your labors in the cause
of freedom and truth, assuring your-
self that, in its own way & own time,
Heaven will give to them, the
honor and success, they deserve
Respectfully & Truly
Yours
Josiah Quincy
Boston, 4 April, 1856
P. S.  Should you ever visit Boston, favor me
with a call.  At eighty five locomotion is
restricted by inclination, if not by nature,
and  one is naturally inclined to know per-
sonally him of whose mind we are per-
mitted to know so much.


